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Editorial
A chilling breeze adorned by nature’s loving arms, 

softly yearning the great endeavour of life – 

reawakening its grandeur and aiming for a grail 

far greater than any unavailing strife. 

Unrefined but enthralling, 

secretive but plain.

Unbeknownst to itself, 

yet visible to those willing to seek … 

and worthy to comprehend.

- Miha Červek

Everybody has got something in them that lights their inner spark. 

Whether it is dancing, baking, writing, acting, figure skating or collecting 

rustic banners for Ukrainian live action soap operas (this is a judge free 

zone), you have got it in you and if there is any right time to let it shine 

through, it is now. You are young, impressionable and full of energy. 

If you are still looking for your inner 'something special' go ahead, sit 

down and enjoy this wide spectrum of ideas, brought to you by your 

generation, for your generation.
 - Lea Belšak

the editors of Heartbeat
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With a Speck of Pride
and a Burst of Love

You’d think that changing one’s habits wouldn’t be as strenuous as it 
often turns out to be. The tedious aura of mundane life has its roots deep 
beneath the frame of understanding and its leaves lost somewhere 
beyond the clouds, far from all worries and cares. Unfortunately, the 
growth of all things never starts at the pinnacle. Instead, it grasps and 
clings to the very inconveniences we’d all just simply like to forget. 
What a bummer. 
Repetition isn’t all that bad. Perfection may be unattainable, but that 
doesn’t mean excellence is out of reach, right? Hence the need for 
repetition. But at what cost? How great of a sacrifice must be made to 
ascend beyond the clouds and touch the blossoming leaves? 
Somewhat ironic, but in all honesty, none at all. Why the difficulty, then?

Taking a leap of faith and a wild guess, I’d say it has something to do with 
fear. Not the causal fear of change itself; instead fearing the possibilities 
of the past, present, and future. Yeah, yeah, sounds like Dicken’s Carol, 
but bear with me – obstacles aren’t some euphemistic poison darts. 
If given the chance, would they kill you? Sure. But chances are of 
mathematical origin, whereas faith is not. So, what’s to fear then? 
A lack of faith? Oh, yeah. That’ll do.

In that case, you’ll have to ask yourself – a lack of faith in what sense? 
In oneself or in those around you? Sometimes, maybe even both. 
And that is when things get complicated. Not that I would know, though. 
I have yet to cross the roots, let alone receive the chance to dream of all 
the possibilities of the thousands upon thousands of vivid leaves, each 
carved with a memory, a wish, and a dream. As romantic as it sounds, it’s 
rather problematic when you realize that they are nothing but a 
simplistic sum of nothingness.
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But how would that make sense? It wouldn’t. And neither does the 
inability of changing despite the impending downfall. It’d be a lot 
easier to just have all the rendezvous points handed out with an 
instructional manual (preferably in colour), connecting the dots together 
as if they were nothing but numerical enigmas. They’re full of secrets, 
alright. However, not the type that is meant to be reasoned with, instead 
it must be discovered from within. Helpful? No.

I’d imagine that this ideal introspection might come across as indiscreet 
as any other part of the ever-growing aura, but that doesn’t change the 
fact that it is, without a doubt, one of the most difficult tasks to come 
across. It definitely beats solving a Maths test. Or maybe it doesn’t? 
It might be a good idea to take into consideration the fluctuation of all 
things, even the slightest aspects of character. In a most random instant, 
they can shift from abysmal yearning to profane indecisiveness and even 
divine recklessness. Still haven’t reached the leaves, though. 

There is one thing all these shifts fail to acknowledge. What use is the 
ability to think and analyse everything so profoundly and in such detail, 
that you let go of the one thing that makes its way past the roots with 
unbelievable ease and embellishes the leaves so adjacently that they 
hold no power over any sacramental wish? 

The privilege of feeling and nothing else.

Which is simpler – to know everything and feel nothing or to feel 
everything and know nothing? 

Neither. Because neither is real. And that is the very miracle of the aura 
itself. There’s no need to discern the riddle of all life when the greatest 
riddle is supposed to remain unanswered. That’s the great joy behind it 
all – not to understand, but to feel, and change. 
Not instantly nor with ease, but with a little shift. 
Not an intellectual one, just a plain, 
simplistic shift of emotions starting with 
a tiny speck of pride and wide burst of love.

- Miha Červek



9

KNOW
YOUR LIMITS
In an age of careless underage drinking and parties in every corner, one 
may feel tempted to attend all of them. I am not here to tell you that you 
should not go to any parties while you are still young and curious, and 
that is simply because I do not believe that. You should experience youth 
and every by-product of it while you still can, but you should know your 
limits and be careful, even when out drinking with your friends.

Having just come home from a night out taking care of my intoxicated 
friends, I can tell you that I feel a million times better than they do and 
I will feel a trillion times better than they will in the morning. I am what 
many may call a buzzkill, a party pooper if you will. I am the only one in 
my group of friends who does not drink (like ever) and does not attend 
many parties. When people saw me tonight, there was an initial shock 
and a big element of surprise, someone even added that it may be a 
national holiday, because it was a Saturday and I was out. By being the 
wet blanket or fuddy-duddy of the group, I have also earned the title 
of the ‘mom friend’, one who always takes care of their friends and is 
over-protective. While all of my friends were trying to drink away 
responsibilities, I was trying to help them not to get too drunk too fast 
while also simultaneously helping them stay off the ground. 
I am not saying I did not have fun. I had an absolute blast.

Having another sober person next to me helped a ton. We were laugh-
ing at the stupid mishaps that happened to my tipsy friends and Snap-
chatting the whole thing, so they would be embarrassed about it in the 
morning, because that is what you do when you are the sober friend, 
that is your duty. And that all happened before we went to the club. 
While we were trying to get there, we had to get one of my friend’s 
home. It was both hilarious and overwhelming. We, the sober minority of 
the group, were unsparing in our efforts to get the friend who fell victim 
to the cruel villain that is ethanol to their home, which was (thankfully) 
not very far away.
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The time was 11 pm, we arrived to the club with an extra sober person 
on the crew. The intoxicated majority had gone wild on the dance floor, 
but the rest of us remaining, who did give in to the helpless begging of 
alcohol, decided to leave after ten minutes, the party was not even that 
fun. We trusted the supervisors and the less intoxicated particles of the 
group to watch over them. We entered the nearest cafe that was still 
open, ordered tea (living the real life of the party) and chatted the night 
away. If I told you it was my first time leaving the party after less than 
an hour, I would be lying.

Although my initial plan was to go to the club and dance like nobody is 
watching, I had much more fun being sober and drinking tea with two 
of my other sober friends. None of us had intended to drink and we still 
had an amazing night.
Fast forward to this morning, I got texts from my friends saying how 
they regret drinking so much, because they are now suffering from a 
headache and nausea, but I am sitting here, drinking coffee and writing 
articles, feeling happy and well-rested.

In conclusion, if drinking and partying every weekend is your cup of tea 
than do it, but in moderation, and if it is not, then do not do it. But after 
all, trying something new every once in a while will not hurt. If you do 
not try new things, how are you going to know if you do not like them? 
Now go enjoy your youth and explore yourself, that is the only way to 
grow.

- Lea Belšak
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S A V E    T H E

B   E   E   S
For starters, I think we are all aware of how bees are not only 
unquestionably awesome, but also how significant they are, 
especially because of their role in pollination. Bees are in fact our main 
insect pollinators by far. We are educated about those tiny helpers early 
on; small children already learn of their importance in kindergarten. 
A specific fact I learned in my kindergarten days that I still remember 
vividly – mostly because it used to scare the living daylights out of my 
five-year-old, kindergarten-visiting self – is that if all the bees would die 
out, people would only last four more years. That is because without 
bees, there would be hardly any pollination going on, which would mean 
no plants, no animals and no people. The point is that bees are vital for 
our existence. Yet, said helpful, diligent bees are an incredibly 
endangered species, especially honeybees, which have been 
disappearing at an astonishing rate for the last couple of years.

So, by now you might be wondering: 
“How can I, too, help save our hardworking, pollinating pals and 
play a part in assuring a better future for the little fellows?” 

Well, let me help you with that. You might already know that the leading 
causes of the bee’s ever growing endangerment are parasites, animals 
that feed on bees, climate change, pesticides and the decline in wild 
flowers. Sadly, you can’t help all of these, but every effort counts. 

Now, bees LOVE flowers. A fact also worth noting is that the dandelion 
– an infamous weed – is a pollinator’s best friend. Don’t remove or spray 
dandelions, they are one of the most important sources of food for bees. 
Aside from that, you can also plant some bee-friendly plants if you wish, 
such as Forget-Me-Not, thyme, mint, sage, catnip, honeysuckle, 
lavender, rose and lots more. However, do make sure you’re not planting 
an invasive species, since those are harmful to our indigenous plants. 
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Another growing issue is a lack in nesting sites. Many species of bees do 
not live in hives, instead they construct their own nests. In the past, bees 
had a wide variety of nesting sites to choose from since the main 
construction materials were wood and straw. Since we started using 
different materials, that has changed. Bees in cities frequently suffer 
from a lack of food as well as nesting sites. Solitary bees are in desperate 
need of those. To help with that, you can make a so-called ‘bee home’. 
They’re pretty easy to make and you can place them on a balcony or a 
window-sill. 

In addition, there are also other little ways to help the bees. For example, 
if you come across a weakened bee that appears to be dying, mix some 
water with sugar and place it in front of the bee. In most cases, the bee 
is tired and the sugary liquid will give the little bug enough energy to go 
on. Side note: if you pick up a bee, be careful, you should use paper for 
that. If you get stung, an onion slice or some baking soda would both 
neutralize the sting. 

Do not kill bees, please. If you’re scared or allergic or simply an-
noyed by their buzz, do your best to avoid them. Don’t think one bee 
doesn’t make a difference. Furthermore, it helps to learn to differentiate 
between a bee (kind, fuzzy friend) and a wasp (the bee’s evil step-sister). 
For starters, wasps are sleeker and narrower, are coloured with more 
vibrant, brighter colours and have four wings. It’s also fair to note that 
bees only attack when provoked, unlike their malevolent lookalikes.

The next way to help save the bees is the easiest and also the sweetest – 
keep enjoying your locally-made bee products (such as honey). 
Contrary to quite a popular opinion, beekeepers are not hurting bees by 
stealing their honey. Bees actually tend to overproduce honey. 
Beekeepers respect their bees; they don’t harm them. They remove 
honey to give them more space and also to prevent any possible 
destructions of hives, but they do make sure to leave enough for the 
bees to be just fine. By buying local, raw honey, you are supporting your 
local beekeeper and eating healthy too.
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And lastly, please don’t forget about bees. 

They are incredibly 
important for our ecosystem and gentle, friendly bugs that don’t want to 
hurt you. If you get the chance, educate people on this subject. 
Solely raising awareness can make a great difference. Remember that 
there are no people without the help of bees, and no bees without the 
help of people. 

Help us save our sweet friends. 

- Melanie Gobec
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SOLVING MURDERS
WITH EYEBALLS

The Victorian era, a period of funny hats, disproportionate bikes, dresses 
that weirdly remind me of cakes and a bizarre variety of pseudo sciences 
hilariously blown out of proportion. For example, forensic optography. 
In the late 19th and early 20th centuries, a certain belief was widespread 
to a major extent. Namely, the idea that the eye somehow “records” or 
“takes a picture” of the last image it sees before the death of its owner. 
So, the idea behind forensic optography is pretty neat. 

How cool would it be if we could catch murderers simply by dissect-
ing the victim’s eyeballs? 

Sadly, that’s not possible, and this concept was essentially just totally 
exaggerated, but that doesn’t mean this topic is not entertaining! 
The theory developed with the invention of the daguerreotype 
(photography’s ancestor of sorts). While comparing the camera to the 
eye, a question formed: If a camera is able to create a permanent image 
under certain conditions, could our eyes maybe work the same way? 
Most scientific work on this topic was performed by two German 
physiologists, Wilhelm Kühne and Franz Christian Boll. The later did some 
scientific magic and discovered a specific pigment, called 
rhodopsin. Rhodopsin is what helps to detect light and sends a signal to 
your brain. Boll discovered that rhodopsin is temporarily bleached after 
being hit with light, but then regenerates, ready to be stimulated by light 
again. 

Jumping off of that, Wilhelm Kühne thought he could fix rhodopsin with 
some chemicals. The shape of the bleached rhodopsin would reveal a 
general shape of objects. Theoretically, he should be able to develop an 
image of the last thing an eye captured. Key word: theoretically.
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Eager to explore the concept of retrieving an image from the retina of an 
eye, Kühne executed his fair share of experiments, varying in stages of 
brutality. He made numerous experiments on animals, such as frogs and 
rabbits, and it was absolutely gruesome. 

Out of Kühne’s many experiments, his most successful one was per-
formed on an albino rabbit. He trapped the rabbit in a dark place, then 
forced it to stare at a bright window for a few minutes. After that, he 
immediately killed it and dissected its eyes. He managed to produce an 
optogram – an image from the rabbit’s eye. It showed bright light com-
ing through the bars of the window the unfortunate rabbit was forced 
to stare at. 
People were incredibly excited hearing about that, believing that this 
technique could be used to solve murders. The newly found notion 
spread in fiction and real life. People were so certain of the concept, that 
even police officers frequently took pictures of victim’s eyeballs, just in 
case. In addition to that, murderers often destroyed their victim’s eye-
balls after killing them, just in case. 

Sadly, the hype was all for naught since the dead eyeballs really 
didn’t do anything at all, except be dead eyeballs. 

So yes, Kühne’s experiments involved heartlessly harming and murdering 
animals, but at least he managed to produce a few somewhat readable 
images, proof that his numerous failed experiments weren’t pointless 
after all, right?

Wrong. Truly, the idea seems cool and technically, one could make it 
work under certain conditions, but as previously mentioned, it is not 
practical at all for forensic use. 

Kühne’s albino rabbit experiment was only successful very likely due to 
the mixture of his well-thought-out, precise plan and some sheer luck. 
That is because even in ideal conditions, such as the ones that Kühne 
simulated in his experiments, optograms didn’t turn out readable most 
of the time. They were foggy, dark and faded fast. In addition, eyes start-
ed to decompose quickly after the victim’s death. 
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It wouldn’t work in praxis unless the murderer and the victim would both 
be willing to hang out in a dark room while the victim observes the mur-
derer’s lit face for ten minutes or so. After the victim’s death, a random 
roaming scientist would have to dissect their eyes immediately and may-
be they would manage to retrieve something of a decipherable image 
of a person. 

Fun fact though, Kühne got to experiment on a living, breathing person 
too. He eagerly grabbed the chance when he got it and performed his 
experiment on a convicted murderer. 
After the murderer was executed by guillotine, his eyes were removed 
and sent to Kühne’s laboratory. Kühne supposedly dissected them in 
a darkened room and after a few minutes, he showed his colleagues a 
sketch of an image from the retina of the eye.  People claimed that the 
object drawn was the guillotine with which the murderer was killed. Ex-
cept, it turned out that the said man was actually blindfolded at the time 
of his death, awkward. 

But optography didn’t stop there! The most recent research on this topic 
happened in 1975 when Kühne’s experiments were repeated with mod-
ern techniques and equipment. Some rabbit optograms were produced, 
but at the end of the day, the method was denied as an actual forensic 
tool. 

- Melanie Gobec



17

My 
Trip 
To 

---
L
O
N
D
O
N
---

London is truly an amazing city full of rich history, 
beautiful artwork, and different and multicultural peo-
ple. I am very grateful that I got to visit it last year with 
my family. Before I begin, I would just like to say that 
we were very lucky because we got to see London 
before any terroristic attacks happened. We can all 
hope they will not happen again and that tourists will 
have a chance to visit London without any fear.

On the 20th of February, 2017, we got on a plane and 
after two hours, we arrived in the city. 
If you are wondering how the flight only took two 
hours, well London is in a different time zone that is 
one hour behind our time in Slovenia. Like any oth-
er metropolis, London was very crowded with people 
rushing to work, groups of tourists, street singers, and 
children playing outside. Streets were full of honking 
cars, red tourist buses, taxis and people trying to get 
to the underground stations. You may think that the 
underground system is very hard to get around, but let 
me say that after a week, I started to understand the 
underground labyrinth of London. 

We were staying on the north-west side of London 
near Wembley. Our suite was in a densely-populated 
area of immigrants from former British colonies. Near 
us was a primary school and it was really interesting 
to see children from different races in school uniforms 
going to school. What I'm trying to say is that if we 
compare Slovenia to London, we can see that multi-
culturalism is stronger in London. It took us 10 minutes 
to go from our suite to the centre of the city using the 
Bakerloo line from the underground station. 

In six days, we saw a lot of 
monuments, museums, and different sights. In South 
London, we went to see the Tower Bridge, the London 
Eye and the Sea Life London Aquarium. 
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On the north side, we saw Camden Town and Covent Garden. In the west 
part of the city, The Notting Hill and Hammersmith, where we met with 
my dad’s friends that are now living in London. They are a couple that 
moved to the city about three years ago. It was very nice to hear their 
opinion and experiences with life in London compared to life in Slove-
nia. They both agree that Slovenian people have a more negative way 
of thinking and that was also the main reason why they moved to the 
metropolis. 

Of course, with a big change in environment come a lot of new things. 
Some are positive, and some may be a bit challenging at first. We have to 
consider the shock or should I say these big changes that happen when 
a Maribor citizen comes to a metropolis like London. A person would 
need to adapt his lifestyle, way of thinking and be open to new tradi-
tions, however, meeting new people and just learning new things can be 
a good thing. They also told us that apartments and things in general 
are more expensive, because when they moved to the city, they could 
not afford an apartment. If we look at the bigger picture here, they sold 
their house, car and left their jobs in Slovenia. In other words, the couple 
Nina and Boštjan sold everything they had and went to London hoping 
to find a better life. 
When they arrived, they had to look for jobs, find a new home and adapt 
to their new life. Nina found a job where she works with children with 
special needs and Boštjan works in the school system as a clerk. During 
the first two years, they lived in an apartment together with another cou-
ple and this year, they moved into their own apartment. In the end, it was 
all worth it despite all the money problems, new environment and other 
worries, said Nina and Boštjan. 

I really enjoyed sightseeing and discovering unknown things to me in 
this big, and at the same time, beautiful city. I think it is amazing to see 
how different everyday life can be in London and to see people living 
their lives not knowing they spent their lives rushing from one place to 
another. Otherwise, people are very polite and ready to help with any-
thing. My trip to London taught me a lot of new things and one of them 
is that we have to take the time more often to just look around us and 
maybe see life in its true colours for the first time.

- Lara Kocbek
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The 
Right 

to L O V E
Same-sex marriage is a big problem in the 21st century, but do we really 
pay enough attention to it? I don’t think so, and at the same time, we 
are not listening to those who are explaining to us the problem of taking 
the freedom to marry away from some people. In my opinion, everyone 
should have the right to marry whoever they want to. 
Right now, in 70 countries homosexuality is still illegal. 10 countries even 
allow that people who identify themselves as homosexual to be 
punished by death. I see this as absurd because with that, we are 
allowing the death penalty and taking away basic human rights. 
Now that should scare us. 
Which countries allow same-sex marriage?
A few of them are the Netherlands, Belgium, Brazil, Iceland, Denmark, 
Finland, France, etc. 
The most recent ones to allow it are Australia (2017), which had 61,6% of 
“Yes” votes, Colombia (2016) and Germany (2017).
What are the risks?
With legalizing same-sex marriage come problems like adopting kids. In 
my opinion, the problem is our society. As long as we don’t accept it, it 
shouldn’t be legal, because for kids that live in homosexual families, it’s 
hard for them to be accepted. So children shouldn’t bear a burden that 
isn’t theirs.

Pride Parades
Pride parades are festivals in honor of LGBTI culture. They are held in 
many countries like Japan, Denmark, Finland, France, Germany, Italy, Por-
tugal, etc. 
In Slovenia, the first festival was in 1984 and was named the Ljubljana 
Gay and Lesbian Film Festival. However, the first real pride parade was 
organized in Ljubljana in 2001 as a result of a homosexual couple being 
asked to leave a cafe for being gay.
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Personally, I would love to attend one because I see a pride parade as an 
event of happiness, an event full of love for each other no matter what 
your gender, age, or status is, an event that everyone should experience 
at least once in their lives. 

Discrimination against LGBT youth

I think that discriminating against LGBT youth is an extremely wrong thing 
to do because children and teens are not emotionally mature enough to 
except that they can’t, for example, go somewhere or attend something. 
Through time, it will change their whole perspective on how they see 
themselves or it will generally lower their self-esteem, which can lead to 
depression, anxiety and all of the other problems connected with it. 
If I’m honest, I think no one should be discriminated against or harassed 
for the way they are, because there are going to be consequences for 
everyone, on some people more, on some less.
Overall, my thoughts on this are that we should listen to everyone and 
start trying to make the world a better place. We should just accept each 
other the way we are, even if you don’t like someone, you should at least 
leave them to live the life they want to. 
But if you had the chance, would you say yes?

- Kiara Kraljevič
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Beautiful Creatures 
From the Shallows

Shark. An animal that most people fear, but should we? They have 
been the reason I personally feared the ocean and the sea in general 
for a long time. 

However, through time, I learned that they are beautiful creatures that 
we should fear, but just as much as we should fear every other wild 
animal. So, I decided to show you the good side of the shark world. 
But what are the reasons a shark would attack?
Well in most cases, the curiosity to see if a human is a source of food, 
other times, they mistake people for prey, like fish, or feel their terri-
tory is being threatened, and mostly provocation. Sharks often attack 
scuba divers and surfers. 

There is a bigger chance that a human would kill a shark than that a 
shark would kill a human.
The most common places where sharks attack are North America, Aus-
tralia, and South Africa. 
These animals are potentially endangered. They maintain the balance 
of the food chain in oceans. But sadly, each year more than 100 million 
sharks are killed by shark fishing, garbage, habitat loss, etc. So, aren’t 
we HUMANS the monsters now?
A few of the most endangered species are Angel shark, Ganges shark, 
Natal shark, etc. 

Shark finning is a cruel thing where people cut of a shark’s fins and 
then throw the shark back into the water. 
As I already stated, a big problem is pollution. Each year, eight million 
tons of plastic is dumped into the oceans, which sharks easily mistake 
for food. 
That is another big problem our mass pollution is causing. 
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Shark Nets are used for the protection of swimmers, but do we realize 
what we are risking with them?  Most times, when a shark gets caught 
in one of them, it dies. So, in my opinion, there are better, less cruel 
ways to protect swimmers than killing sharks.

I also have some interesting information about sharks that might 
change your view of them. The largest shark species can live up to 100-
120 years, and smaller ones 20-30 years. 
ONLY 10 out of 400 different shark species are categorized as danger-
ous. In my opinion, the media presents sharks to us as big and bad 
monsters that live in the shallows. We should treat them with a lot of 
respect just like any other wild animal or animal in general. They act 
with their instinct, but we have our own mind and in situations like 
that we should use it.

Let’s imagine that in a few years, sharks become extinct. That means 
that for example, sharks feed on fish that eat coral, so if we get rid of 
sharks, we can say goodbye to coral reefs. 
The point I want to make with this is we should stop thinking only 
about ourselves and look at this situation through different eyes.
Luckily, there are ways you can help save sharks. 
You can educate yourself and others about them, find out why they are 
important, and trust me, your view on them will change quickly. 

Say NO to shark fins.

If you feel extra adventurous, you can always scuba dive and swim with 
sharks, but please do it responsibly. Like every other animal, I think 
they should NEVER be in a cage or an aquarium. Their home is the 
ocean and that’s where they should be. 
Together we can make a difference for sharks. 

- Kiara Kraljevič
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MENTAL ILLNESS
I’m going to talk to you about mental illness. No, not mine. I won’t tell 
you how much it hurts people. I’ll just try to explain it. Not because I 
search for empathy, but because I want mental illness to be a thing we 
can talk about. A thing we at least try to understand.
See, for some reason, when someone says they broke their arm, you rush 
them to the hospital and ask them how much it hurts, but when some-
one says they’re depressed or have anxiety, you’re quiet. You might ask 
if you can do anything, but I’m guessing if the person knew what to do, 
they wouldn’t be asking you. Anyway, my point is that society doesn’t 
treat physical illness the same as mental illness even though mental ill-
ness can be so much more harmful and detrimental to your health.
Still, I can’t blame people for not knowing what to do in that situation. 
No one ever taught them. We were taught how to put a bandage on a 
scar, but never how to talk to someone who has such problems. Frankly, 
most people don’t even understand the tip of the iceberg when it comes 
to mental illness and this is where this article might actually come in 
handy, instead of just pointing out flaws in our society.

Since mental illness is a such a hard thing to wrap your head around, I’ll 
try to explain it in my own words (keep in mind this is an explanation 
based off of my knowledge and I’m no expert): it’s experiencing unknown 
dark thoughts. People who suffer from mental illness feel as though no 
one understands what they’re going through. They don’t think anyone 
understands because the only reference point they’ve got is themselves. 
They’ve never felt this way before and the shock of descent is trauma-
tising them.
But others have been there. There are actually millions still in that state 
and what you, as a friend to the person who is in that state, are supposed 
to do, is help them. Just like you’d take them to the hospital if they broke 
their arm. Try to make them understand that they are not alone. There 
are others out there who feel the same way. The feelings they have are 
temporary, even if they seem like they’ll never disappear and make sure 
to tell them they can count on you anytime.
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If it’s getting really bad, don’t be scared of suggesting a psychologist. I 
know media would make you think only crazy people go there, but just 
like you’d go to a doctor if you’re sick, you should talk to a psychologist 
that can make the illness less painful, if not non-existent.
You might be thinking that this article will never come in handy since 
your friends are all fine, but when it comes to mental illness, you never 
know when it will hit. 5% of earth’s population or 350 million people 
worldwide suffer from depression, and amongst teenagers like ourselves, 
the number is a lot higher.

So if any of your friends ever happen to come to you saying they think 
they have a mental illness, please respond with something more than 
just, “Oh that’s bad” or, “damn I wish I could help” because you can ac-
tually do a lot more than you think. 

- Maša Štraus
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Why does 

Despacito
have the most views on YouTube?

Despacito, which means slowly, is now ranked top 1 on YouTube. It’s the first 
video to hit 4 billion views on YouTube even though many of us don’t under-
stand the lyrics. You can’t go to a party without dancing to this music. It’s a 
Spanish song, which is sung by Luis Fonsi and Daddy Yankee. The song was 
released on the 12th of January, 2017. It’s a reggaeton-pop song composed 
in common time. Despacito is about having a sexual relationship performed 
in a smooth, romantic way. Luis Fonsi is a Puerto Rican singer and songwriter, 
born on the 15th of April, 1978. His career started in 1998 with his first album, 
Comenzare (I will begin). He has 8 studio-recorded albums. Besides that, in 2004 
he made his acting debut on the Mexican television soap opera named Cora-
zones al limite, in which he played Roy. Nobody expected that Despacito would 
be as popular as it is. Actually, Fonsi said that he made Despacito a danceable 
song because “Latinos are known for being happy people” and he feels the 
need for happy music. Luis Fonsi wrote the song together with Erika Ender in 
2015 when she came to his house in Miami where he told her that he woke up 
mulling about writing a song named Despacito. The song, performed by Luis 
Fonsi featuring Daddy Yankee, reached the milestones of 2 billion and 2.5 billion 
views faster than any video in YouTube’s history. Just 203 days after its launch, 
the video surpassed 3 billion views, making it the most viewed ever. And now 
it has almost 5 billion views. “Despacito” is the most watched video of 2017 in 
more than 40 countries. The reason why is it popular is the combination of dif-
ferent styles (traditional guitar, reggaeton – itself a mix of Latin, Caribbean and 
mainstream pop – influences, rap verses, and catchy melody) and Spanish lyrics 
give it that “globalised” sound. “Despacito“ is full of heavy beats, vocals high in 
the mix, rapid and verbose lyrics, intricate guitar strumming, and even different 
but overlapping melodies.The Puerto Ricans Luis Fonsi and Daddy Yankee, are 
already some of the most famous Latin stars in the world, while Justin Bieber’s 
appearance on the remix in May lent the song the level of mainstream popu-
larity only a truly super-famous global artist can bring.  Though Justin Bieber 
helped supercharge “Despacito” with an April remix packed with English lyrics, 
that version has clocked “only” half a billion YouTube spins. Remarkably, it’s 
Fonsi’s Spanish-language original that set the YouTube record.

- Vanela Kostjerevac & Armina Rahmanović
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The VIETNAMESE 
Language

Why is Vietnamese one of the most difficult languages in the world? 
The number of human languages in the world vary between 5,000 and 7,000. So 
if you want to learn a new language, you have a lot of possibilities. But I don’t 
suggest you start with Vietnamese because it is one of the most difficult lan-
guages in the world to learn, unless you are up for a challenge. 
Vietnamese is the national and official language of Vietnam as well as a first or 
second language for many of its ethnic minorities, for example in the Czech Re-
public as the result of Vietnamese emigration and cultural influence. There are 
about 75 million native speakers and they are found all over the world, manly in 
East and Southeast Asia, North America, Australia and Western Europe. 
 
Vietnamese vocabulary has borrowings from Chinese, and as a result of French 
occupation, also from French (ex. cà phê from French café). Nowadays, many 
new words are being added to the language due to a heavy Western cultural 
influence. These words are usually borrowed from English (ex. TV but is usually 
seen in the written form as tivi). 
Vietnamese has two types of similes (a simile is a figure of speech that directly 
compares two different things)- meaning and rhyming similes. A rhyming simile 
to the English phrase (which is a semantic simile) “as poor as a church mouse” 
is in Vietnamese, Nghèo như con mèo (/ŋɛu ɲɯ kɔn mɛu/) and means poor as 
a cat. 

The Vietnamese alphabet is a Latin alphabet with additional diacritics for tones 
and certain letters. It has 29 letters. It has a large number of vowels- front, cen-
tral and low vowels (i, ê, e, ư, â, ơ, ă, a) are unrounded whereas the back vowels 
(u, ô, o) are rounded. The vowels â and ă are pronounced very short, ơ and â 
are basically pronounced the same except that ơ is of normal length while â is 
short – the same applies to the vowels long a and short ă. 

Diphthongs are formed with only three high vowels (i, ư, u). They are generally 
spelled ia, ưa, ua, when they end a word, they are spelled iê, ươ, uô, and when 
they are followed by a consonant. 
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In addition to single vowels and centring diphthongs, Vietnamese has closing 
diphthongs and triphthongs (these consist of a main vowel followed by a short 
semivowel offglide /j/ or /w/). 

Some consonants are written with one letter (“p”) or like a digraph (“ph”), some 
are also written with more than one letter of digraph. 
It also depends which part of Vietnam people come from because some words 
are different in northern, north-central and southern Vietnam. 
For example, “rice bowl” in the north is bát, in the north-central region, it is đọi 
and in the south, it is chén.

Each Vietnamese syllable is pronounced with a specific tone centred on the 
main vowel in a group of vowels. Tones differ in duration, pitch melody, pitch 
height and phonation. If you listen to a Vietnamese native speaker, you will no-
tice they speak pretty fast and some of the words sound like they are not totally 
finished. The tone throughout the sentence changes a lot and it’s hard to notice 
if the sentence is a question or not. 

Vietnamese already sounds difficult and the grammar and vocabulary are very 
complicated. I think for non-native speakers, it’s almost impossible to speak it 
fluently. But with stamina, you can do impossible things like learn Vietnamese. 

- Larisa Majerič
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The Importance of 
T   h   e   a   t   r   e
The world of today’s teenagers is pretty much on their screens, and only a few 
have already been in a theatre. Computers, phones and other 
electronic devices are usually more important than the people around them. So, 
there is no doubt that shows in the theatre are not interesting for them at all. 
Teenagers are simply not aware that theatre existed way 
before their electronic devices and that the people around them are more im-
portant than a lit screen.
Theatre started growing in the early stages of humanity (when electricity didn’t 
even exist). It was very popular first in big civilisations, for example in Indian, 
Egyptian and Sumerian cultures. But of course, theatre developed in the time of 
the ancient Greeks and Romans. The pioneers of ancient theatre were Homer 
(Iliad and Odyssey) and Vergil (Aeneid). 
In the Middle Ages, the development of theatre stopped for almost a 
thousand years. The most active people were street actors, such as
 jugglers and clowns, and musicians who travelled from one village to another. 
In the late Renaissance period, there was a rise in theatre with the famous 
William Shakespeare. 
His widely known plays (Macbeth, Romeo and Juliet, Hamlet, etc.) were 
performed in the Globe theatre, which is known for its open roof and the fact 
that its shows were never cancelled. From the Renaissance till now, theatre has 
changed a lot, especially in appearance, construction and in its presentation of 
shows. Today’s theatre has a roof and besides plays on its stage, you can also 
see ballets, operas and musicals.
So, the theatre is basically a place where people put their electronic 
devices aside for an hour or two to listen and watch the people on the stage. 
Actors are prepared to expose themselves in front of an audience and amuse 
people. To attract the attention of the audience, there must also be incredible 
scenes and costumes. This is why a lot of other people also work in the theatre. 
They make the actors and the stage look great. For example, scenographers, 
choreographers, make-up artists, costume designers, conductors and musicians.
It is sad that most teenagers see going to the theatre as something 
unpleasant and boring. They are not aware of how important the theatre culture 
is and they take actors’ talents for granted. I think that young people should 
go to the theatre more often and start to understand its importance. Electronic 
devices will become more sophisticated every year, but the classical tradition of 
theatre will stay the same for decades.

- Katja Malek
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Luka Dončić: the Wunderkind

The date is the 17th of August, 2017. The sound of the final buzzer has 
filled the arena as thousands of Slovenian fans start cheering, and the 
career of one particular player has changed forever. That player is Luka 
Dončić. If you live in Slovenia, you should know who Luka Dončić is. If 
you don’t, hopefully by the end of this article, I’ll have changed your 
perspective on the prodigy that is Luka Dončić.

His story begins in Ljubljana where he was born to Mirjam Poterbin and 
an already established basketball player, Saša Dončić. His father has 
said in multiple interviews that Luka was only seven months old when 
he first picked up a basketball, and seven years old when he started 
playing organized basketball at OŠ Mirana Jarca in Ljubljana. Then his 
father (who was playing professional basketball at the time) signed a 
contract with Union Olimpija where Luka began his formal training. 
Initially, he was practicing with other 8-year olds, but after only 16 min-
utes of watching him, his coach decided it would be better if he played 
with the 11-year-old kids. But even they were not much competition 
for Luka and he started practising with the under-14 team the very next 
practice. Due to league rules, he couldn’t play competitively against 
older children, but continued to practice with boys 4-5 years older than 
him. 

He had a very impressive performance in April at the 2012 Lido di 
Roma Tournament with a remarkable stat line of 54 points, 11 rebounds 
and 10 assists. Earlier in February, he played for Real Madrid’s junior 
team on loan from Olimpija. Their scouts and coaches were so as-
tounded by his playing that Real Madrid offered him a 5-year deal until 
2018. There, he was able to play with his peers at the highest level, but 
he still dominated. He accomplished as much as any young basketball 
player could dream of, such as receiving the Under-18 Next Generation 
Tournament MVP honours, winning the Under-18 Ciutat de L’Hospitalet 
Tournament and leading the Real Madrid B team to the first position of 
the 2014–15 Liga EBA Group B.
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Dončić’s professional career began on the 30th of April in 2015 when he 
debuted for Real Madrid in the ACB League and was the third youngest 
to do so at only 16 years, 2 months and 2 days old. From that point on, 
he played against grown men with fully developed bodies as a teenager, 
which is simply absurd to think about. He became a consistent part of 
Madrid’s rotation. He made his Eurobasket debut on the 16th of Octo-
ber, 2015 against Khimki. The 2015-16 Eurobasket season was a breakout 
season for Luka as he wasn’t only a rotation player for Madrid, but was 
also occasionally in the starting five. He received 4 EuroLeague MVP of 
the Round awards that season, and was a unanimous EuroLeague Rising 
Star award winner while playing against the highest level of competition 
possible below the NBA. So far this season, Dončić’s role on the team has 
increased even more as Real Madrid has been dealing with injuries to key 
players such as Sergio Lull, Ognjen Kuzmić and Anthony Randolph. 

He’s become the clear leader of the team and has had some thrilling per-
formances. He was named EuroLeague MVP of the Month and recorded 
a career high of 33 points against Olympiacos. This February, Luka will 
be 19 years old, which means he will be eligible to enter the NBA Draft 
(albeit he is not sure whether he will). A lot of respected sport channels, 
such as ESPN, have Luka going at the #1 pick. This essentially means that 
he is considered to be one of the best (if not the best) basketball play-
ers in his generation. A survey by the NBA showed that 69% of general 
managers in the NBA agree that Luka is the best international basketball 
player not in the NBA*. A big reason for that is also his performance 
during the 2017 Eurobasket tournament.

For a long time, it was unclear whether Luka would play for the Slovenian 
or the Spanish national team. Ultimately, he saved the future of Slove-
nian basketball by announcing in September 2016 that he will indeed 
play for his homeland. His first performance in a Slovenian jersey was in 
July 2017 against a Russian under-22 national team. He played solidly 
in friendly matches against Hungary, Czechia and Croatia. In the 2017 
Eurobasket tournament, he faced some of the best basketball players in 
the world, such as Kristaps Porzingis, March Gasol and Pau Gasol, and 
beat them. 
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He was the second best player on an undefeated Slovenian national 
team that won the Eurobasket championship. In the third quarter of the 
finale against Serbia, he was unable to keep playing because of an ankle 
injury. Despite that, his effort was zealous. Dončić was also named to the 
competition’s All-Tournament Team joining his teammate and EuroBas-
ket MVP Goran Dragić. This type of success is the reason why he might 
be one of the most accomplished young basketball players in history 
and is wanted by every general manager in the NBA. Luka Dončić is a 
generation-defining player and deserves the recognition of being that, 
especially by us, his homeland fans.

- Lucijan Pustoslemšek
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TOUR               GUIDE
We live in a big world where there are many beautiful places, and we 
don’t even know that they exist. Here are some of the most beautiful 
places that we have already visited.

1. Sarajevo
It’s the capital city of Bosnia and Herzegovina. The centre of the city is 
Baščaršija and it’s a second home for many pigeons. It’s the old part 
of the town and you can buy many souvenirs there or eat traditional 
Bosnian food. The Sarajevo City Hall is also popular. It’s a building from 
the Austro-Hungarians, but during the war, it was seriously damaged. It 
was finally reopened in 2014. For those who love history, the National 
Museum and the History Museum of BiH are the right places for you. In 
the latter, you can only find documents of the territory of Bosnia. There 
are also religious objects like the Gazi-Husref Begova Mosque, the old 
Orthodox church, the Orthodox Cathedral of the Holy Mother, the Cath-
olic cathedral and many others. There is also an extended park with its 
focus being a patchwork of lush mini-islands at the cliff mouth source 
of the Bosna river. I also like Sahat Kula - this elegant 1529-stone tower 
sports a half-speed, 19th-century prayer clock with Arabic numerals. It 
is adjusted daily so that dusk is the moment when the hands appear to 
show 12 o’clock. This is a historical town, and no one can describe the 
attractions with words, it’s just worth it to see them.
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2. Mostar
It’s a town in the southern part of Bosnia. The Old Bridge is absolutely 
the best place to spend the holidays. When I first saw it, it stole my heart. 
Stari Most (the Old Bridge) is a 16th- century, Ottoman-style bridge and 
Mostar’s most notable architectural landmark.
 Stretching 28 metres across the Neretva river, it connects the two sides 
of the city. The Koski Mehmet Paša Mosque was built in 1618. You can 
enter it for a small fee and see the whole town from the minarets. Out-
side the mosque, there is a garden area and fountain taps. You can also 
visit a lovely café where you can relax with Turkish tea or coffee and 
watch the sunset. Also, in the town you can see a lot of street art. One 
weird thing is that you can see a Bruce Lee sculpture in Zrinjavec park, 
but I don’t know why it stands there. There are many other things to visit 
in Mostar, but I can’t mention them all. 

3. Bihać
It’s a town in the north-western part of Bosnia. It’s a small town centred 
on the banks of the Una river. The Una river is one of the cleanest rivers 
in Bosnia and it’s forbidden to fish there. We also call it the “Emerald 
river” because of its green colour. Una rafting is an experience that ev-
eryone must experience. It’s an adrenalin rush for those who are brave. 
If somebody wants to feel the magic of nature, Una National Park is the 
right place for them. You can also do (or only watch) the Una Kayak Sa-
fari. The Fethija Mosque is a beautiful building in Renaissance style and 
it only has one minaret. In front of it is a yard with a fountain (Muslims 
must wash their hands before entering the mosque). If you like Balkan 
food, then I can recommend the River Una Restaurant. One historical 
building is Kapetanova kula. It’s a castle which was built in 1205. The 
Austro-Hungarians made a prison out of it, but today it’s a museum. The 
tourism of Bihać is based on the Una River, but there are lots of other 
attractions.

You must first visit these towns to feel their stories.
- Armina Rahmanović
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A Lack of  

There are days when you’d like nothing more than to stay at home all 
day.

Maybe it’s out of stress, exhaustion, sadness, or perhaps just out of 
the need for time alone. I guess it’s almost weird to think that every 
single person on this planet has moments, thoughts, and days like it. It 
doesn’t matter what kind of person you think they are. 

The strongest person you know, someone you admire, that one person 
that you don’t like very much - they’re only human, but so are you and 
I. 
We hurt, feel, bleed, cry, but we also heal - and we laugh, we love, and 
are loved. When you take away our assets, it doesn’t make us much 
different, does it? 
To me, that’s one of the most important things to remember. Constant-
ly. Write it down, mind it, talk to someone about it. Spread the mes-
sage.

Life isn’t, and unfortunately never will be, fair, but a huge chunk of our 
society relies solely on how we treat one another. We’re only alive for 
so long, what’s the point of being disrespectful? Why make someone 
else’s life harder when you know all too well how hard your life can be 
at times?

It comes down to plain ignorance and insensitivity. The problem is, we 
usually don’t realize it. It’s like a monster in the very back of your head, 
which helps you make decisions without you knowing it, until it comes 
across into your conscience - usually later, once the effect has taken 
place and the results are irreversible. 

Sometimes you need a little nudge - a wakeup call, to fully realize 
it. Currently, empathy is lacking in the world, and quite frankly, soci-
ety needs you to contribute to making sure it doesn’t end up extinct. 
(Please don’t let it - I would never like to see a world without it)

E m p a t h y



36

It starts with small things; the world isn’t going to visibly change 
overnight. The most vital part of this is to make sure people know that 
even if they might not feel like it, doing good is one of the best things 
that they can do to contribute to humanity. 

Even if no one recognizes it, 
if you’re the only person that knows. Being kind, helping other people 
and not expecting anything in return is crucial for us to keep our world 
from self-destructing. At the end of the day, it helps immensely towards 
creating a safer, connected society, which can be incredibly beneficial to 
an individual. If you really don’t care about any of it, I need you to do it 
for you. It feels good to do good.

If you take away anything at all from this, I would like it to be the 
following:
Help others more, have empathy and respect - and with that, remember 
subtle changes can make all the difference.

Be brave, be patient, but most importantly, please be kind.

- Irena Sovič
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SHOULD’VE
One of my least favourite contracted forms. 
I should have done this, done that - a regret. A mistake, something 
irreparable and something you will never be able to return to, no matter 
what, unfortunately. 
The problem seems to be that we’re too caught up in the past, 
hypocritically speaking. Ask any of my friends and they’ll tell you I do it 
far too often myself. 
I overthink, live in that should have/could have mindset with occurrences 
that have never happened and will never happen, and often live in that 
perfect what-if world. 
Why though? Why do we make up these seemingly spotless scenarios? 
Why do we let ourselves wander in these worlds of make-believe 
perfection although we know that all we’re ever going to feel from it is 
regret? It’s not going to make us much happier, is it?

While living in this perception of truth, we often forget to be present and 
most importantly, mindful. We don’t think about how something little 
we do or decide will affect our perception later on; even though I don’t 
mean constantly worrying about the future and how every little thing will 
affect you in the long run (yet I do too much of that anyway).
Start with forgiving yourself. Know that you are not your mistakes, that 
they are certainly bruises that will fade and not permanent tattoos. You 
can and will heal from them, you have until now and you will continue 
to do so.
There’s no turning back now, and at the end of the day, you’re alive, 
you’re breathing; you’ve got options.

With that, it’s also important to remember that regret is one of the only 
things that will hurt you inevitably, but only if you let it. We all experience 
regret and the “should have” thoughts - but what’s vital is that you try to 
decrease the amount as much as possible. 
Take the chance when you can, do that one thing that you’ve been in a 
dilemma about; isn’t no the worst thing that can be returned?
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The most important question of any and all of this is:
Would you rather be on your deathbed, regretting all the things you 
could have/should have done and never know what could have 
happened, or humorously remember all the little mistakes you made 
while taking chances - among all the successful attempts?

Living in the past, or in the future for that matter, is far too easy in our 
period of time. We can’t prevent mistakes, but we can move on from 
them. 
We can’t completely prevent regret, but we can become a little braver 
every day.
Finally, we can’t prevent worry and dissatisfaction, but 
we can choose happiness.

- Irena Sovič
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A Film Recommendation – Moulin Rouge! (2001)

2017 is slowly coming to an end and is still giving us an abundance of 
amazing movies (like Wonder or The Last Jedi) that’ll surely stay in the 
hearts and minds of hundreds of viewers. There will definitely be more of 
such silver-screen stories in the fresh year of 2018, but that doesn’t mean 
we should forget about the magic of older, yet nonetheless mesmerizing 
and uniquely magical films, all special and memorable in their own ways. 
One of them is Moulin Rouge!, a colourful quirky musical tale about love 
and art, masterfully directed by the Australian, Baz Luhrmann. Although I 
myself am not sure whether sixteen, almost seventeen, years ago counts 
as old, but it certainly counts as a modern classic.

So, what is it all about?

Set in 1899 in Paris (duhhh) near Montmatre, the story follows Christian 
(played by the charming Ewan McGregor), a young talented poet and 
writer who soon after arriving in the city, finds himself in the midst of 
the bohemian society of his new artist friends, all visitors to the infamous 
night club Moulin Rouge, an icon of French bohemian underworld 
entertainment. There, he soon falls madly in love with the club’s star, the 
beautiful Satine (played by the not usually red-haired Nicole Kidman, 
who wore a wig for the entire film), a courtesan (which is, by the way, a 
fancy word for a prostitute, but before you say anything: this is NOT a 
dirty movie!) who is much more than just an average can-can dancer and 
dreams of becoming a renowned actress. She returns his feelings while 
Christian and his new friends develop their own “spectacular” stage play, 
which will have its opening night at the Moulin Rouge. From here on, all 
should go down easily and smoothly into a fairy tale ending, right? 
Well, no.

Satine is already promised to the club’s new patron, the sleazy and 
snobbish Duke (who looks a bit like some sort of weasel, if you ask me), 
so her relationship with the penniless Christian is strictly forbidden and 
could lead into unspeakable destruction both for the whole “red mill” 
(that’s English for Moulin Rouge) and the lovers themselves. And yet, 
that’s not all, there is something even more dark and sinister hanging 
above the characters’ destiny.
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Do I have your attention? Would you like to know what happens next? 
I won’t give away the entire plot line – you’ll just have to go see it for 
yourself... 
Did you know...
... that the film, albeit a musical, features only a few original songs? 
Most are remixes and new takes on popular music performers like 
Nirvana, Madonna, The Beatles, David Bowie, Elton John and many 
more.
... that the director, Baz Luhrmann, who also directed Romeo + Juliet 
(1996), dedicated his second film to his father who died shortly before 
the filming began? Every time Luhrmann wanted to give up filming, he 
remembered his father’s kind words about focusing on the movie.
... that the plot was inspired by different famous operas like La Bohême, 
La Traviata and even the Greek myth of Orpheus and Eurydice?
... that Nicole Kidman fractured her ribs and spine during rehearsals, 
which stopped filming for two weeks and made her shoot many of her 
scenes in a wheelchair where she is only seen from the chest up?
... that both of the lead actors did their own singing? Catherine Ze-
ta-Jones and Heath Ledger were also among the contenders to play 
Satine and Christian.
... that the iconic love song Come What May, sung by the two main 
characters, was originally written for Romeo + Juliet? This automatically 
excluded it from being nominated for an Academy Award for Best 
Original Song. Nonetheless, the film was nominated for eight Oscars 
(including Best Picture and Best Actress in a Leading Role) and won 
two.
What makes this particular movie so special?
Taking place in an entirely different decade, the film is one of the first 
to take a refreshing modern spin on the movie musical. The 
combination of the early 1900s, French setting and the delightful 
eighties and nineties pop and rock tunes work beautifully together and 
promise for both a soundtrack, you won’t be able, neither will you want 
to get out of your head, along with brightly-coloured, shiny and shim-
mering shots of the Parisian Bohemian scene. The lines are dramatic, 
yet deep, honest and witty and the characters take a hold of your heart 
and don’t let go of it long after you’ve been a part of their story. And to 
conclude, they inspire you to believe in “truth, beauty, freedom and 
above all things: love.”

- Nika Matanović
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Should You 
Ever Stop 

Reading 
“Children's” 

Books?
Whether you’re an avid reader or a now and then dreamer who enjoys a 
great read from time to time, you most certainly remember the first 
pages that made you fall into the rabbit hole of the literary world. 
Can you recall the feeling of being curled up comfortably in your room 
or in the school library while diving deeper into a story about the 
adventures of your fictional friends? Maybe you’ve explored The 
Wonderland with Alice, strolled around One-Hundred-Acre-Wood with 
Winnie the Pooh or discovered a secret door with Coraline. Later you 
might’ve searched for horcruxes with Harry, Hermione and Ron, became 
a shadow hunter, or tried the Wallflower life with Charlie and cried with 
Hazel and Augustus. No matter the time and place, these stories have 
stayed right up to the moment of you reading these lines and left a deep 
impact on your mind, your point of view on many things, and if they 
happen to be particularly dear to you, the characters will have grown 
closer to your heart.

So why should any of this come to an end? When and why are your 
favourite books pushed away as trivial, childish and utterly silly? Why 
read them in the first place if you should be focusing on “profound” and 
celebrated classical literature and adult fiction?
Since you’re a student here at Prva, you definitely know the ever 
stressing burden of your Slovene lessons being packed with the dusty 
old works of practically ancient authors. All of a sudden, you’re expected 
to read Sophocles, Shakespeare, Tolstoy, Cankar and many more who 
mostly wrote about themes that sometimes couldn’t seem more distant 
to you. On one hand, you might find some new stories with new 
characters that can open new worlds and thoughts in your head.
You can always find them enjoyable. 
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On the other hand, you can have trouble understanding them and you 
may find them horrible and anything but fun and interesting. You almost 
always have to write an essay on what you had to read, and your 
opinion could differ entirely from what “the textbook says you should 
think.” Kind of takes away the joy of reading, huh?
Since when are you supposed to be such a full-grown and mature 
version of yourself, and all this should cater to your literary taste? 
Can you even precisely draw the line of when you should start to despise 
anything that doesn’t have the staple “classic” on it and only start 
reading “adult” fiction? 

That’s probably why you have some books you read for schoolwork and 
probably wouldn’t read them under different circumstances, and some 
books you read for fun and in your own free time. Do you happen to 
have a favourite? Everyone has a favourite! There might be one special 
story that crawled beneath your skin or multiple different ones, amongst 
which you simply cannot decide for only one single favourite. You’ve 
probably read them almost or more than a hundred times, you own 
copies that have the best spot on your bookshelf and just the sight of 
them silently waiting for the next time you pick them up comforts you. 
Maybe you can even recite some lines from them by heart! I myself have 
a friend who’s read the Harry Potter series so many times, the last time 
she picked up The Half-Blood Prince, she could remember entire 
sentences. All in all, these books became such a crucial part of who you 
are, you can’t imagine yourself not ever reading them, and at the same 
time, have absolutely no problem with reading them for that one hun-
dred and first or one thousandth time. Any time you pick them up, it’s 
like a new adventure! You either remember everything you loved about 
them the first time you started reading or find new details and points of 
the story you maybe hadn’t known about the last time, almost like you’re 
reading a different book. Some children’s books aren’t as light as they 
may seem in the first place – you might even understand them different-
ly and more thoroughly if you read them when you’re a bit older than 
when you were a child.
But you still have to admit that reading the same things over and over 
again can become frustrating and boring. This can, again, take away at 
least a bit of your joy of reading, don’t you think? And if you keep 
reading only the few of your beloved books, you won’t read anything 
new, and thus can’t “expand your horizons and all that”, or even better: 
you can’t find new favourites. 
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What’s the answer to our first question, then? 

When does our bookish taste grow up?
Well, to tell the truth, never. Just because you’ve read and loved a book 
in your childhood, doesn’t mean you should forget everything it taught 
you the second you turn eighteen. Your right as a reader is to read and 
like anything you want, no matter its genre – so why would fantasy and 
children’s or YA lit be considered less challenging than Dostoevsky or 
Kafka? We should all be able to read and re-read any book we desire 
and have fun while doing so. At the same time, we should always have 
the opportunity to browse through a library or bookstore shelf and gaze 
upon a new, yet undiscovered and mysterious story, which just might 
become a new favourite.

- Nika Matanović
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Visiting Belgium

In the middle of October, a little group of students from our school landed safely at 
the Ljubljana Jože Pučnik Airport, smiling after a week of happy and enriching mem-
ories from an international meeting in Belgium.

I was lucky to be a part of this group, as well as Maiken Zupančič Danko, Nika Mat-
anović, Jurij Petek, and Marc Krempl, and we were accompanied by our teachers dr. 
Nataša Kralj and mag. Irena Smole, so now I am able to pass on a little bit of my ex-
perience.
The entire meeting was part of an Erasmus+ project called Brains in Action. The first 
part of it had already taken place earlier in 2017 in 
Germany, and we were to continue it while stationed near a small town, Hoogstraten, 
in the Flemish part of Belgium. The project brought 30 students together from Slove-
nia, Belgium, Germany and Sweden. 
On October 8th, the day of our arrival, our hosts already welcomed us with great hos-
pitality and took us to a local bowling club and to a 
confectionery with delicious ice-cream where we started to get to know each other, so 
on the next day, Monday, we marched into the official opening ceremony already be-
friended. We started following what seemed to be the two fundamental purposes of 
the project - learning through activities and an international friendly exchange - right 
away as all of the students presented their home town, country, and school. We found 
out some interesting facts regarding our 
different school systems, for example, Belgian students don’t have Matura exams at 
the end of their schooling (which I envy them a bit right now, being a fourth year 
student), but they have to pass entrance exams for their desired faculties, and finding 
this out, I’m happy with it being different in Slovenia – their studies are not free. We 
spent the rest of Monday on amusing team building while escaping from a locked 
classroom, following instructions throughout Hoogstraten, and learning new words 
from each other’s languages. On our second day in Belgium, part of their political 
situation was already introduced to us while we took a roughly two-hour bus ride to 
Brussels (which wouldn’t take more than an hour and 15-30 minutes without the traffic 
tailback) instead of going there by train because the railway workers were striking. We 
continued to learn about politics whilst meeting Kris Peeters, minister of Employment, 
Economy, and Consumer Affairs; the minister himself was not present most of the time 
due to the strike, but his two colleagues were there to answer our questions and to try 
to explain the Belgian political system to us. And yes, they tried to explain it, because 
– as neither of them denied – it is fairly complicated. After this meeting, we visited the 
European Parliament. This visit was very impressive and informative since our guide 
was really enthusiastic about working there and answered our questions concerning 
the European Union with openness. 

The Land of Chocolate
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We found out that to work as an interpreter in the European Parliament, you have to 
be able to master six languages (including your first language)! Afterwards, we were 
taken on a guided bike tour through the Belgian capital (where both Dutch and French 
are spoken). This was a very authentic experience, because in Belgium, there were cy-
clists everywhere. Cycling seems to be as natural for our new Belgian friends as eating.

On Wednesday, they took us to Leuven, a charming study town where we listened to a 
history lecture on excavating in Egypt and learned about hieroglyphs; we even tried to 
write our own names with hieroglyphs (if you want to write your name using drawings 
of cats, birds, feathers, try hieroglyphs). The next day, we continued to learn about a 
time in history in which the Red Star Line Museum in Antwerp played a very important 
part – between 1873 and 1934, about two million people travelled by Red Star Line 
streamers, which sailed between Antwerp and North America. Even Albert Einstein 
had once been a passenger. We also had free time on Thursday because we hadn’t 
really had a lot of it during the past days. My host, her friend, her German guest and I 
had a really great time discovering Antwerp, its delicious frozen yoghurt and a part of 
its zoo, which we could even visit for free and greet some enchanting flamingos. And 
of course, I didn’t miss the chance to buy some famous chocolate truffles. (Speaking 
of chocolate, my loving host family made us a chocolate fountain at home!) On Friday, 
we created presentations on what we had done in the past week and then attended a 
lesson with our hosts. My friend and I had a fun time learning about the history and 
evolution of the English language. Our last activity was a visit to the Colonies, a place 
where poor people where kept at some point – this visit was quite sad, but the bike 
ride back home and the farewell pizza dinner cheered us up again. Although this was 
the last official common activity of our meeting, our Belgian friends prepared a great 
farewell party for us, they even taught us how to dance an entertaining Belgian dance, 
the hucklebuck. If you ever visit Belgium, you should definitely learn it.

For me, this week was one of the most enriching experiences so far. I got to know 
three foreign cultures, one of them really first-hand, saw beautiful towns and learned 
a lot, listened to and tried to learn a bit of Dutch (which is a very interesting and cute 
language), and most importantly, I met some awesome people, with some of whom I 
am still in touch. I am thankful for this opportunity and looking forward to maybe vis-
iting Belgium again and I recommend for you to visit it if you want to meet very nice 
people, and switch for some time from Slovenia’s animated landscape to a gradual, cy-
cling-friendly land with charming brick houses, and try delicious chocolate, of course. 

- Pia Krampl
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WRITING 
C O L O U R S
When you step aside

and see the masterpiece of nature

When you feel eternity

for just one moment

When you feel complete

and filled with peace

with the sky's changing colours …

… no painter can compete

 

the soothing blue

the calming purple

the kind velvet pink

 

And then I think – if

I should write, then with

nature's soul and ink.

 

- Pia Krampl
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